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Organization Society. Part III (pp. 269-357) is a sketch of certain 
aspects of relief; the English poor-law, and outdoor relief in 
America. Part IV (pp. 361-468) gives the story of relief methods 
at times of disasters — the Chicago fire, the Johnstown flood, etc. 
The criticism of the current belief that the reform of the poor-law in 
England in 1834 was the chief cause of better industrial conditions 
for the laborers is excellent, and the principle that such measures can 
be appreciated only in relation to the historical situation is sound. 
The author has set up a defense of material relief-giving which ought 
to correct the miser's bias and help the generous to feel that they are 
not foolish if they give bountifully, if they also give wisely ; and no 
author has ever succeeded better in telling us what it is to give wisely. 

There are certain points on which there is room for hesitation and 
question, although one may well pause before he challenges so emi- 
nent and careful an authority. Without going into details, one may 
mention the optimistic estimates of the need for relief, this need being 
measured by the standard set up by Dr. Devine himself. The facts 
of infant mortality, the numerous deaths from " starvation diseases," 
the miserably inadequate amounts doled out to needy families, the 
testimony of physicians, teachers, and missionaries, seem not to have 
due consideration in this book. Some of our leading workers in child- 
saving societies will not be ready to accept the estimates of cost, or 
the arguments which seem unduly favorable to institutional treat- 
ment, or the representation that the placing-out system is burdening 
the rural community in order to relieve the rich cities. The advice 
to churches to cease giving material relief runs counter to ancient 
traditions, but the author's argument deserves serious thought. 

Looking back over the literature of charity produced during the 
last twenty years in America, we are bound to place this volume in 
the very front rank, with few companions in the specific field ; and 
we must regard it as indispensable to the serious student of the 
general subject. 

Charles Richmond Henderson. 



Poverty. By Robert Hunter. New York: The Macmillan 
Co., 1904. Pp. 382. 

In his volume, entitled Poverty, Robert Hunter has rendered for 
the United States the same service which Frederick Engels rendered 
to England sixty years ago by the publication of his volume on The 
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Condition of the Working Class. In each case the author has 
revealed the struggle of the wage-earning poor, and of those who 
have been worsted and have sunk below the level of the wage- 
earners; and in each case the extent and dimensions of the picture 
are such as had not been attempted by a previous author in the same 
field. 

Frederick Engels' book has not been superseded by the work of 
more recent investigators. It remains the classic presentation of the 
life of the poor in England in the decade 1840-50. Some of the 
prophecies of the young author have not been fulfilled after sixty 
years, because it is given to no man unerringly to read the future. 
Recognizing this fact, Robert Hunter has striven to avoid the allure- 
ments of prophecy and to confine himself to describing and inter- 
preting the phenomena among which we all live, though few of us 
possess the vision requisite to the work of interpretation. 

No student of philanthropy, or of sociology, can afford to ignore 
this book. Its main contentions concerning the extent of poverty and 
the active immediate causes thereof may well become the subject of 
wide and fruitful discussion. It is reasonable to expect that the 
charge of exaggeration may be brought with regard to the extent of 
poverty as defined by the author and also with regard to the influence 
of immigration. But candid effort to refute the author's position will 
only bring to light once more the sorry inconclusiveness of the official 
figures upon the collection and publication of which the individual 
states and the federal government expend vast sums for sadly 
unscientific results. 

The list of authorities cited is, perhaps, somewhat weakened by 
the inclusion of names so little convincing to the scientific reader as 
those of Mrs. Van Vorst and Mr. W. J. Ghent ; but when all deduc- 
tions on the grounds of inclusiveness have been made, the arsenal of 
facts here brought to the attention of the critic must command the 
respect of the candid. 

Florence Kelley. 



Politique et religion: Questions du temps present. By J. B. 

Ripert. Paris: Perrin, 1904. Pp. xi + 287. Fr. 3.50. 

This book, which is easily read, contains a little of everything, 

but nothing very deep. A few titles of chapters will give an idea of 

the book : " Politics ; " " The Parties in Parliament ;" " A Few Out- 



